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Your impact made a stand against the learning crisis every
day in 2022 – thanks to you, millions of children can harness the

power of reading to reach their potential and build a better
world.

A message from our co-founder,
David Risher
Dear friends, partners and supporters,

As many of you know, last month I made one of the most momentous

announcements of my life. After 14 years of leading Worldreader every day, I’m

moving out of the role of CEO and into the role of President of our Board.

As I look back at our impact in 2022, I couldn’t be more proud of our

achievements and the strong, passionate team I leave in the capable hands of

Rebecca Chandler Leege, who’ll commence her new role of CEO (Interim)

later this month. That’s why today, I want to celebrate the incredible impact

we have achieved as a community.

Read more

You powered 
reading every day

Here are just a few pages from a calendar full of
stories of impact and inspiration. Thank you for

helping us tackle the learning crisis in 2022.

January – A radio book club for
readers by readers
The Read to Inspire program in Ghana is putting reading on a

platform like never before. Every week, local students visit the

radio studio to read and discuss a story from BookSmart,

broadcasting the joy of reading to the whole community.

Check out the photo story

You supported 
readers around 

the world 

You are 
tackling the crisis

Today, 64% of 10-year-olds cannot read and understand a simple story. Because a
life without reading is a life of unmet potential, the global learning crisis is

putting our future at risk.

Together, we’re on a mission to get children reading so they can reach their
potential. We work with partners locally to provide reading opportunities, support,

and evidence-based programming to motivate children and their caregivers to
complete 25 unique books a year with understanding.

Our ABCDE approach empowers children to benefit from the positive effects of
reading: better educational outcomes, stronger emotional intelligence, and higher
earning potential. So they can become their best, happiest selves and help build a

better world.

Read our Theory of Change

Your impact 
by the numbers

Read more

Our 
financials

Worldreader is committed to high financial integrity and transparency. We
apply our various resources in innovative and responsible ways to create a

world where everyone can be a reader.

Highlights:

Source of funds

Donations & Grants 6,438,446

In-Kind Gifts 903,680

Earned Income 675,847

Other Revenue 37,455

Total Revenue 7,980,518

Use of funds

Program Services 7,210,996

Mgmt & General 1,275,177

Fundraising 1,039,888

Total Expenses 9,526,061

See more

It takes a village 
to get a child 

reading
Thank you to our partners

Research
Worldreader works with partners to build a
base of evidence that expands the sectors
understanding of how digital reading can

improve children’s literacy and social-
emotional skills.

“ODI and Worldreader are working

together to fill the evidence gaps on the

role of ICT4E in the Global South. Our

collaboration will generate important

evidence on the role of new technologies

in engaging parents in learning. This

research will help not only the sector, but

policymakers who need to make smart

choices about how to leverage technology

for improved learning outcomes.” 

Susan Nicolai, Senior Research Fellow,

Equity and Social Policy, ODI

“Working in partnership with

Worldreader, Ghana’s National Teaching

Council, and the University of Ghana, we

are together generating evidence on how

to equitably scale teacher professional

development in diverse contexts and for

different groups of teachers in Ghana. This

GPE-KIX funded research is helping to

guide government and policymakers

towards more effective and equitable

teacher professional learning to support

improvements in classroom teaching and

learning.” 

Freda Wolfenden, The Open University

“Worldreader designed and tested a

digital course to help build the digital

literacy skills of teachers in the primary

school years and enhance their teaching

of reading. The course was effective and

highly appreciated by teachers because it

exposed them to new tools like

Booksmart that can help teachers foster a

reading culture.” 

Prof. Jonathan Fletcher, University of

Ghana

A year 
in the news

21,575,468
cumulative readers 

since 2010

75,442,786
books distributed 

since 2010

128,567,108
cumulative hours spent 

reading since 2010

"Adult literacy is family literacy, but the literacy needs of parents and caregivers

are far too often overlooked. With more than 54% of U.S. adults reading below

the equivalent of a sixth-grade level, expanding access to resources is imperative.

By combining the Barbara Bush Foundation’s expertise in adult and family

literacy with Worldreader’s proven technology platform, we are overcoming

barriers and putting high-quality, engaging content right into the hands of adult

learners and their families. We’re proud that this partnership is empowering

parents and caregivers nationwide to improve their literacy skills – boosting

equity and unlocking the doors of opportunity for millions of families." 

British A. Robinson, President and CEO, Barbara Bush Foundation for Family

Literacy

"Worldreader excites me because of its scalability. Its global focus allows

impactful, powerful words to reach kids everywhere. As I often say, if we can all

change the words we use, we can change the conversations we have. If we

change the conversations, we can change behavior. And if we change behavior,

we can change the world." 

Dwight Smith, Co-founder, My Special Word

"Worldreader and Barefoot College Tilonia's partnership over the last four years

has played a pivotal role in addressing the challenges of illiteracy in remote areas

of Rajasthan. This collaboration has empowered more than 2,500

underprivileged children, mostly girls, equipping them with basic reading

comprehension and digital skills despite the infrastructural challenges in the

areas we serve." 

Bunker Roy, Founder of The Barefoot College Tilonia, Social Work and

Research Centre

Phone Apps and Ebooks Make It Easy to Read Aloud

to Your Kids

“Even though demands on parents have never been

greater, especially in traditionally under-resourced

families where they may have to work multiple jobs,

reading at home can be done using devices we almost

all already have in hand — our phones — without any

significant additional financial investment.” – Kristen

Walter

Read more

The Case for Value-Based Learning as We Review

the Curriculum

“As we focus on the form or shape that our education

system should adopt for the future, it is important to

also consider whether this system is holistic and

answers to the social-emotional development of our

children.” – Muthoni Muhunyo

Read more

Educational Initiatives Can Be Scaled—When We

Listen and Learn

“Over two decades of work in international

development and education, I’ve often heard the claim

that educational development initiatives aren’t

scalable. I’ve seen firsthand that this is not true.” –

Rebecca Chandler Leege

Read more

Atlanta Habitat for Humanity, Worldreader Partner

to Improve Youth, Adult Literacy

“Atlanta Habitat for Humanity is partnering with

Worldreader, a global youth literacy nonprofit to

motivate families to develop an appreciation for

reading while working toward achieving

homeownership.” – Janelle Ward

Read more

Worldreader Marks International Literacy Day with

Launch of Literacy Program at St. Elizabeth Primary

School 

“Education is not equitably distributed. Those children

in the lowest socio-economic tiers have much less

access to education and lower learning outcomes,

setting them up for a lifetime of learning poverty and

economic needs.” 

– Joan Mwachi

Read more
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together to fill the evidence gaps on the

role of ICT4E in the Global South. Our

collaboration will generate important

evidence on the role of new technologies

in engaging parents in learning. This

research will help not only the sector, but

policymakers who need to make smart

choices about how to leverage technology

for improved learning outcomes.” 

Susan Nicolai, Senior Research Fellow,

Equity and Social Policy, ODI

“Working in partnership with

Worldreader, Ghana’s National Teaching

Council, and the University of Ghana, we

are together generating evidence on how

to equitably scale teacher professional

development in diverse contexts and for

different groups of teachers in Ghana. This

GPE-KIX funded research is helping to

guide government and policymakers

towards more effective and equitable

teacher professional learning to support

improvements in classroom teaching and
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Freda Wolfenden, The Open University

“Worldreader designed and tested a

digital course to help build the digital

literacy skills of teachers in the primary

school years and enhance their teaching

of reading. The course was effective and

highly appreciated by teachers because it

exposed them to new tools like

Booksmart that can help teachers foster a

reading culture.” 

Prof. Jonathan Fletcher, University of

Ghana
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the equivalent of a sixth-grade level, expanding access to resources is imperative.
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"Worldreader excites me because of its scalability. Its global focus allows
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Dwight Smith, Co-founder, My Special Word
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of Rajasthan. This collaboration has empowered more than 2,500

underprivileged children, mostly girls, equipping them with basic reading
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Bunker Roy, Founder of The Barefoot College Tilonia, Social Work and
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reading at home can be done using devices we almost
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role of ICT4E in the Global South. Our

collaboration will generate important

evidence on the role of new technologies

in engaging parents in learning. This

research will help not only the sector, but

policymakers who need to make smart

choices about how to leverage technology

for improved learning outcomes.” 

Susan Nicolai, Senior Research Fellow,

Equity and Social Policy, ODI

“Working in partnership with

Worldreader, Ghana’s National Teaching
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are together generating evidence on how

to equitably scale teacher professional

development in diverse contexts and for

different groups of teachers in Ghana. This

GPE-KIX funded research is helping to

guide government and policymakers

towards more effective and equitable

teacher professional learning to support

improvements in classroom teaching and
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Freda Wolfenden, The Open University

“Worldreader designed and tested a

digital course to help build the digital

literacy skills of teachers in the primary

school years and enhance their teaching

of reading. The course was effective and

highly appreciated by teachers because it

exposed them to new tools like

Booksmart that can help teachers foster a

reading culture.” 

Prof. Jonathan Fletcher, University of
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reading while working toward achieving

homeownership.” – Janelle Ward

Read more

Worldreader Marks International Literacy Day with

Launch of Literacy Program at St. Elizabeth Primary

School 

“Education is not equitably distributed. Those children

in the lowest socio-economic tiers have much less

access to education and lower learning outcomes,

setting them up for a lifetime of learning poverty and

economic needs.” 

– Joan Mwachi

Read more
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Your impact made a stand against the learning crisis every
day in 2022 – thanks to you, millions of children can harness the

power of reading to reach their potential and build a better
world.

A message from our co-founder,
David Risher
Dear friends, partners and supporters,

As many of you know, last month I made one of the most momentous

announcements of my life. After 14 years of leading Worldreader every day, I’m

moving out of the role of CEO and into the role of President of our Board.

As I look back at our impact in 2022, I couldn’t be more proud of our

achievements and the strong, passionate team I leave in the capable hands of

Rebecca Chandler Leege, who’ll commence her new role of CEO (Interim)

later this month. That’s why today, I want to celebrate the incredible impact

we have achieved as a community.

Read more

You powered 
reading every day

Here are just a few pages from a calendar full of
stories of impact and inspiration. Thank you for

helping us tackle the learning crisis in 2022.

January – A radio book club for
readers by readers
The Read to Inspire program in Ghana is putting reading on a

platform like never before. Every week, local students visit the

radio studio to read and discuss a story from BookSmart,

broadcasting the joy of reading to the whole community.

Check out the photo story

You supported 
readers around 

the world 

You are 
tackling the crisis

Today, 64% of 10-year-olds cannot read and understand a simple story. Because a
life without reading is a life of unmet potential, the global learning crisis is

putting our future at risk.

Together, we’re on a mission to get children reading so they can reach their
potential. We work with partners locally to provide reading opportunities, support,

and evidence-based programming to motivate children and their caregivers to
complete 25 unique books a year with understanding.

Our ABCDE approach empowers children to benefit from the positive effects of
reading: better educational outcomes, stronger emotional intelligence, and higher
earning potential. So they can become their best, happiest selves and help build a

better world.

Read our Theory of Change

Your impact 
by the numbers

Read more

Our 
financials

Worldreader is committed to high financial integrity and transparency. We
apply our various resources in innovative and responsible ways to create a

world where everyone can be a reader.

Highlights:

Source of funds

Donations & Grants 6,438,446

In-Kind Gifts 903,680

Earned Income 675,847

Other Revenue 37,455

Total Revenue 7,980,518

Use of funds

Program Services 7,210,996

Mgmt & General 1,275,177

Fundraising 1,039,888

Total Expenses 9,526,061

See more

It takes a village 
to get a child 

reading
Thank you to our partners

Research
Worldreader works with partners to build a
base of evidence that expands the sectors
understanding of how digital reading can

improve children’s literacy and social-
emotional skills.

“ODI and Worldreader are working

together to fill the evidence gaps on the

role of ICT4E in the Global South. Our

collaboration will generate important

evidence on the role of new technologies

in engaging parents in learning. This

research will help not only the sector, but

policymakers who need to make smart

choices about how to leverage technology

for improved learning outcomes.” 

Susan Nicolai, Senior Research Fellow,

Equity and Social Policy, ODI

“Working in partnership with

Worldreader, Ghana’s National Teaching

Council, and the University of Ghana, we

are together generating evidence on how

to equitably scale teacher professional

development in diverse contexts and for

different groups of teachers in Ghana. This

GPE-KIX funded research is helping to

guide government and policymakers

towards more effective and equitable

teacher professional learning to support

improvements in classroom teaching and

learning.” 

Freda Wolfenden, The Open University

“Worldreader designed and tested a

digital course to help build the digital

literacy skills of teachers in the primary

school years and enhance their teaching

of reading. The course was effective and

highly appreciated by teachers because it

exposed them to new tools like

Booksmart that can help teachers foster a

reading culture.” 

Prof. Jonathan Fletcher, University of

Ghana

A year 
in the news

21,575,468
cumulative readers 

since 2010

75,442,786
books distributed 

since 2010

128,567,108
cumulative hours spent 

reading since 2010

"Adult literacy is family literacy, but the literacy needs of parents and caregivers

are far too often overlooked. With more than 54% of U.S. adults reading below

the equivalent of a sixth-grade level, expanding access to resources is imperative.

By combining the Barbara Bush Foundation’s expertise in adult and family

literacy with Worldreader’s proven technology platform, we are overcoming

barriers and putting high-quality, engaging content right into the hands of adult

learners and their families. We’re proud that this partnership is empowering

parents and caregivers nationwide to improve their literacy skills – boosting

equity and unlocking the doors of opportunity for millions of families." 

British A. Robinson, President and CEO, Barbara Bush Foundation for Family

Literacy

"Worldreader excites me because of its scalability. Its global focus allows

impactful, powerful words to reach kids everywhere. As I often say, if we can all

change the words we use, we can change the conversations we have. If we

change the conversations, we can change behavior. And if we change behavior,

we can change the world." 

Dwight Smith, Co-founder, My Special Word

"Worldreader and Barefoot College Tilonia's partnership over the last four years

has played a pivotal role in addressing the challenges of illiteracy in remote areas

of Rajasthan. This collaboration has empowered more than 2,500

underprivileged children, mostly girls, equipping them with basic reading

comprehension and digital skills despite the infrastructural challenges in the

areas we serve." 

Bunker Roy, Founder of The Barefoot College Tilonia, Social Work and

Research Centre

Phone Apps and Ebooks Make It Easy to Read Aloud

to Your Kids

“Even though demands on parents have never been

greater, especially in traditionally under-resourced

families where they may have to work multiple jobs,

reading at home can be done using devices we almost

all already have in hand — our phones — without any

significant additional financial investment.” – Kristen

Walter

Read more

The Case for Value-Based Learning as We Review

the Curriculum

“As we focus on the form or shape that our education

system should adopt for the future, it is important to

also consider whether this system is holistic and

answers to the social-emotional development of our

children.” – Muthoni Muhunyo

Read more

Educational Initiatives Can Be Scaled—When We

Listen and Learn

“Over two decades of work in international

development and education, I’ve often heard the claim

that educational development initiatives aren’t

scalable. I’ve seen firsthand that this is not true.” –
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Read more

Atlanta Habitat for Humanity, Worldreader Partner

to Improve Youth, Adult Literacy

“Atlanta Habitat for Humanity is partnering with

Worldreader, a global youth literacy nonprofit to

motivate families to develop an appreciation for

reading while working toward achieving

homeownership.” – Janelle Ward

Read more

Worldreader Marks International Literacy Day with

Launch of Literacy Program at St. Elizabeth Primary

School 

“Education is not equitably distributed. Those children

in the lowest socio-economic tiers have much less

access to education and lower learning outcomes,

setting them up for a lifetime of learning poverty and

economic needs.” 

– Joan Mwachi

Read more

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

2022 Annual Report

Your impact made a stand against the learning crisis every
day in 2022 – thanks to you, millions of children can harness the

power of reading to reach their potential and build a better
world.

A message from our co-founder,
David Risher
Dear friends, partners and supporters,

As many of you know, last month I made one of the most momentous

announcements of my life. After 14 years of leading Worldreader every day, I’m

moving out of the role of CEO and into the role of President of our Board.

As I look back at our impact in 2022, I couldn’t be more proud of our

achievements and the strong, passionate team I leave in the capable hands of

Rebecca Chandler Leege, who’ll commence her new role of CEO (Interim)

later this month. That’s why today, I want to celebrate the incredible impact

we have achieved as a community.

Read more

You powered 
reading every day

Here are just a few pages from a calendar full of
stories of impact and inspiration. Thank you for

helping us tackle the learning crisis in 2022.

January – A radio book club for
readers by readers
The Read to Inspire program in Ghana is putting reading on a

platform like never before. Every week, local students visit the

radio studio to read and discuss a story from BookSmart,

broadcasting the joy of reading to the whole community.

Check out the photo story

You supported 
readers around 

the world 

You are 
tackling the crisis

Today, 64% of 10-year-olds cannot read and understand a simple story. Because a
life without reading is a life of unmet potential, the global learning crisis is

putting our future at risk.

Together, we’re on a mission to get children reading so they can reach their
potential. We work with partners locally to provide reading opportunities, support,

and evidence-based programming to motivate children and their caregivers to
complete 25 unique books a year with understanding.

Our ABCDE approach empowers children to benefit from the positive effects of
reading: better educational outcomes, stronger emotional intelligence, and higher
earning potential. So they can become their best, happiest selves and help build a

better world.

Read our Theory of Change

Your impact 
by the numbers

Read more

Our 
financials

Worldreader is committed to high financial integrity and transparency. We
apply our various resources in innovative and responsible ways to create a

world where everyone can be a reader.

Highlights:

Source of funds

Donations & Grants 6,438,446

In-Kind Gifts 903,680

Earned Income 675,847

Other Revenue 37,455

Total Revenue 7,980,518

Use of funds

Program Services 7,210,996

Mgmt & General 1,275,177

Fundraising 1,039,888

Total Expenses 9,526,061

See more

It takes a village 
to get a child 

reading
Thank you to our partners

Research
Worldreader works with partners to build a
base of evidence that expands the sectors
understanding of how digital reading can

improve children’s literacy and social-
emotional skills.

“ODI and Worldreader are working

together to fill the evidence gaps on the

role of ICT4E in the Global South. Our

collaboration will generate important

evidence on the role of new technologies

in engaging parents in learning. This

research will help not only the sector, but

policymakers who need to make smart

choices about how to leverage technology

for improved learning outcomes.” 

Susan Nicolai, Senior Research Fellow,

Equity and Social Policy, ODI

“Working in partnership with

Worldreader, Ghana’s National Teaching

Council, and the University of Ghana, we

are together generating evidence on how

to equitably scale teacher professional

development in diverse contexts and for

different groups of teachers in Ghana. This

GPE-KIX funded research is helping to

guide government and policymakers

towards more effective and equitable

teacher professional learning to support

improvements in classroom teaching and

learning.” 

Freda Wolfenden, The Open University

“Worldreader designed and tested a

digital course to help build the digital

literacy skills of teachers in the primary

school years and enhance their teaching

of reading. The course was effective and

highly appreciated by teachers because it

exposed them to new tools like

Booksmart that can help teachers foster a

reading culture.” 

Prof. Jonathan Fletcher, University of

Ghana

A year 
in the news

21,575,468
cumulative readers 

since 2010

75,442,786
books distributed 

since 2010

128,567,108
cumulative hours spent 

reading since 2010

"Adult literacy is family literacy, but the literacy needs of parents and caregivers

are far too often overlooked. With more than 54% of U.S. adults reading below

the equivalent of a sixth-grade level, expanding access to resources is imperative.

By combining the Barbara Bush Foundation’s expertise in adult and family

literacy with Worldreader’s proven technology platform, we are overcoming

barriers and putting high-quality, engaging content right into the hands of adult

learners and their families. We’re proud that this partnership is empowering

parents and caregivers nationwide to improve their literacy skills – boosting

equity and unlocking the doors of opportunity for millions of families." 

British A. Robinson, President and CEO, Barbara Bush Foundation for Family

Literacy

"Worldreader excites me because of its scalability. Its global focus allows

impactful, powerful words to reach kids everywhere. As I often say, if we can all

change the words we use, we can change the conversations we have. If we

change the conversations, we can change behavior. And if we change behavior,

we can change the world." 

Dwight Smith, Co-founder, My Special Word

"Worldreader and Barefoot College Tilonia's partnership over the last four years

has played a pivotal role in addressing the challenges of illiteracy in remote areas

of Rajasthan. This collaboration has empowered more than 2,500

underprivileged children, mostly girls, equipping them with basic reading

comprehension and digital skills despite the infrastructural challenges in the

areas we serve." 

Bunker Roy, Founder of The Barefoot College Tilonia, Social Work and

Research Centre

Phone Apps and Ebooks Make It Easy to Read Aloud

to Your Kids

“Even though demands on parents have never been

greater, especially in traditionally under-resourced

families where they may have to work multiple jobs,

reading at home can be done using devices we almost

all already have in hand — our phones — without any

significant additional financial investment.” – Kristen

Walter

Read more

The Case for Value-Based Learning as We Review

the Curriculum

“As we focus on the form or shape that our education

system should adopt for the future, it is important to

also consider whether this system is holistic and

answers to the social-emotional development of our

children.” – Muthoni Muhunyo

Read more

Educational Initiatives Can Be Scaled—When We

Listen and Learn

“Over two decades of work in international

development and education, I’ve often heard the claim

that educational development initiatives aren’t

scalable. I’ve seen firsthand that this is not true.” –

Rebecca Chandler Leege

Read more

Atlanta Habitat for Humanity, Worldreader Partner

to Improve Youth, Adult Literacy

“Atlanta Habitat for Humanity is partnering with

Worldreader, a global youth literacy nonprofit to

motivate families to develop an appreciation for

reading while working toward achieving

homeownership.” – Janelle Ward

Read more

Worldreader Marks International Literacy Day with

Launch of Literacy Program at St. Elizabeth Primary

School 

“Education is not equitably distributed. Those children

in the lowest socio-economic tiers have much less

access to education and lower learning outcomes,

setting them up for a lifetime of learning poverty and

economic needs.” 

– Joan Mwachi

Read more

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

2022 Annual Report

Your impact made a stand against the learning crisis every
day in 2022 – thanks to you, millions of children can harness the

power of reading to reach their potential and build a better
world.

A message from our co-founder,
David Risher
Dear friends, partners and supporters,

As many of you know, last month I made one of the most momentous

announcements of my life. After 14 years of leading Worldreader every day, I’m

moving out of the role of CEO and into the role of President of our Board.

As I look back at our impact in 2022, I couldn’t be more proud of our

achievements and the strong, passionate team I leave in the capable hands of

Rebecca Chandler Leege, who’ll commence her new role of CEO (Interim)

later this month. That’s why today, I want to celebrate the incredible impact

we have achieved as a community.

Read more

You powered 
reading every day

Here are just a few pages from a calendar full of
stories of impact and inspiration. Thank you for

helping us tackle the learning crisis in 2022.

January – A radio book club for
readers by readers
The Read to Inspire program in Ghana is putting reading on a

platform like never before. Every week, local students visit the

radio studio to read and discuss a story from BookSmart,

broadcasting the joy of reading to the whole community.

Check out the photo story

You supported 
readers around 

the world 

You are 
tackling the crisis

Today, 64% of 10-year-olds cannot read and understand a simple story. Because a
life without reading is a life of unmet potential, the global learning crisis is

putting our future at risk.

Together, we’re on a mission to get children reading so they can reach their
potential. We work with partners locally to provide reading opportunities, support,

and evidence-based programming to motivate children and their caregivers to
complete 25 unique books a year with understanding.

Our ABCDE approach empowers children to benefit from the positive effects of
reading: better educational outcomes, stronger emotional intelligence, and higher
earning potential. So they can become their best, happiest selves and help build a

better world.

Read our Theory of Change

Your impact 
by the numbers

Read more

Our 
financials

Worldreader is committed to high financial integrity and transparency. We
apply our various resources in innovative and responsible ways to create a

world where everyone can be a reader.

Highlights:

Source of funds

Donations & Grants 6,438,446

In-Kind Gifts 903,680

Earned Income 675,847

Other Revenue 37,455

Total Revenue 7,980,518

Use of funds

Program Services 7,210,996

Mgmt & General 1,275,177

Fundraising 1,039,888

Total Expenses 9,526,061

See more

It takes a village 
to get a child 

reading
Thank you to our partners

Research
Worldreader works with partners to build a
base of evidence that expands the sectors
understanding of how digital reading can

improve children’s literacy and social-
emotional skills.

“ODI and Worldreader are working

together to fill the evidence gaps on the

role of ICT4E in the Global South. Our

collaboration will generate important

evidence on the role of new technologies

in engaging parents in learning. This

research will help not only the sector, but

policymakers who need to make smart

choices about how to leverage technology

for improved learning outcomes.” 

Susan Nicolai, Senior Research Fellow,

Equity and Social Policy, ODI

“Working in partnership with

Worldreader, Ghana’s National Teaching

Council, and the University of Ghana, we

are together generating evidence on how

to equitably scale teacher professional

development in diverse contexts and for

different groups of teachers in Ghana. This

GPE-KIX funded research is helping to

guide government and policymakers

towards more effective and equitable

teacher professional learning to support

improvements in classroom teaching and

learning.” 

Freda Wolfenden, The Open University

“Worldreader designed and tested a

digital course to help build the digital

literacy skills of teachers in the primary

school years and enhance their teaching

of reading. The course was effective and

highly appreciated by teachers because it

exposed them to new tools like

Booksmart that can help teachers foster a

reading culture.” 

Prof. Jonathan Fletcher, University of

Ghana

A year 
in the news

21,575,468
cumulative readers 

since 2010

75,442,786
books distributed 

since 2010

128,567,108
cumulative hours spent 

reading since 2010

"Adult literacy is family literacy, but the literacy needs of parents and caregivers

are far too often overlooked. With more than 54% of U.S. adults reading below

the equivalent of a sixth-grade level, expanding access to resources is imperative.

By combining the Barbara Bush Foundation’s expertise in adult and family

literacy with Worldreader’s proven technology platform, we are overcoming

barriers and putting high-quality, engaging content right into the hands of adult

learners and their families. We’re proud that this partnership is empowering

parents and caregivers nationwide to improve their literacy skills – boosting

equity and unlocking the doors of opportunity for millions of families." 

British A. Robinson, President and CEO, Barbara Bush Foundation for Family

Literacy

"Worldreader excites me because of its scalability. Its global focus allows

impactful, powerful words to reach kids everywhere. As I often say, if we can all

change the words we use, we can change the conversations we have. If we

change the conversations, we can change behavior. And if we change behavior,

we can change the world." 

Dwight Smith, Co-founder, My Special Word

"Worldreader and Barefoot College Tilonia's partnership over the last four years

has played a pivotal role in addressing the challenges of illiteracy in remote areas

of Rajasthan. This collaboration has empowered more than 2,500

underprivileged children, mostly girls, equipping them with basic reading

comprehension and digital skills despite the infrastructural challenges in the

areas we serve." 

Bunker Roy, Founder of The Barefoot College Tilonia, Social Work and

Research Centre

Phone Apps and Ebooks Make It Easy to Read Aloud

to Your Kids

“Even though demands on parents have never been

greater, especially in traditionally under-resourced

families where they may have to work multiple jobs,

reading at home can be done using devices we almost

all already have in hand — our phones — without any

significant additional financial investment.” – Kristen

Walter

Read more

The Case for Value-Based Learning as We Review

the Curriculum

“As we focus on the form or shape that our education

system should adopt for the future, it is important to

also consider whether this system is holistic and

answers to the social-emotional development of our

children.” – Muthoni Muhunyo

Read more

Educational Initiatives Can Be Scaled—When We

Listen and Learn

“Over two decades of work in international

development and education, I’ve often heard the claim

that educational development initiatives aren’t

scalable. I’ve seen firsthand that this is not true.” –

Rebecca Chandler Leege

Read more

Atlanta Habitat for Humanity, Worldreader Partner

to Improve Youth, Adult Literacy

“Atlanta Habitat for Humanity is partnering with

Worldreader, a global youth literacy nonprofit to

motivate families to develop an appreciation for

reading while working toward achieving

homeownership.” – Janelle Ward

Read more

Worldreader Marks International Literacy Day with

Launch of Literacy Program at St. Elizabeth Primary

School 

“Education is not equitably distributed. Those children

in the lowest socio-economic tiers have much less

access to education and lower learning outcomes,

setting them up for a lifetime of learning poverty and

economic needs.” 

– Joan Mwachi

Read more

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

2022 Annual Report

Your impact made a stand against the learning crisis every
day in 2022 – thanks to you, millions of children can harness the

power of reading to reach their potential and build a better
world.

A message from our co-founder,
David Risher
Dear friends, partners and supporters,

As many of you know, last month I made one of the most momentous

announcements of my life. After 14 years of leading Worldreader every day, I’m

moving out of the role of CEO and into the role of President of our Board.

As I look back at our impact in 2022, I couldn’t be more proud of our

achievements and the strong, passionate team I leave in the capable hands of

Rebecca Chandler Leege, who’ll commence her new role of CEO (Interim)

later this month. That’s why today, I want to celebrate the incredible impact

we have achieved as a community.

Read more

You powered 
reading every day

Here are just a few pages from a calendar full of
stories of impact and inspiration. Thank you for

helping us tackle the learning crisis in 2022.

January – A radio book club for
readers by readers
The Read to Inspire program in Ghana is putting reading on a

platform like never before. Every week, local students visit the

radio studio to read and discuss a story from BookSmart,

broadcasting the joy of reading to the whole community.

Check out the photo story

You supported 
readers around 

the world 

You are 
tackling the crisis

Today, 64% of 10-year-olds cannot read and understand a simple story. Because a
life without reading is a life of unmet potential, the global learning crisis is

putting our future at risk.

Together, we’re on a mission to get children reading so they can reach their
potential. We work with partners locally to provide reading opportunities, support,

and evidence-based programming to motivate children and their caregivers to
complete 25 unique books a year with understanding.

Our ABCDE approach empowers children to benefit from the positive effects of
reading: better educational outcomes, stronger emotional intelligence, and higher
earning potential. So they can become their best, happiest selves and help build a

better world.

Read our Theory of Change

Your impact 
by the numbers

Read more

Our 
financials

Worldreader is committed to high financial integrity and transparency. We
apply our various resources in innovative and responsible ways to create a

world where everyone can be a reader.

Highlights:

Source of funds

Donations & Grants 6,438,446

In-Kind Gifts 903,680

Earned Income 675,847

Other Revenue 37,455

Total Revenue 7,980,518

Use of funds

Program Services 7,210,996

Mgmt & General 1,275,177

Fundraising 1,039,888

Total Expenses 9,526,061

See more

It takes a village 
to get a child 

reading
Thank you to our partners

Research
Worldreader works with partners to build a
base of evidence that expands the sectors
understanding of how digital reading can

improve children’s literacy and social-
emotional skills.

“ODI and Worldreader are working

together to fill the evidence gaps on the

role of ICT4E in the Global South. Our

collaboration will generate important

evidence on the role of new technologies

in engaging parents in learning. This

research will help not only the sector, but

policymakers who need to make smart

choices about how to leverage technology

for improved learning outcomes.” 

Susan Nicolai, Senior Research Fellow,

Equity and Social Policy, ODI

“Working in partnership with

Worldreader, Ghana’s National Teaching

Council, and the University of Ghana, we

are together generating evidence on how

to equitably scale teacher professional

development in diverse contexts and for

different groups of teachers in Ghana. This

GPE-KIX funded research is helping to

guide government and policymakers

towards more effective and equitable

teacher professional learning to support

improvements in classroom teaching and

learning.” 

Freda Wolfenden, The Open University

“Worldreader designed and tested a

digital course to help build the digital

literacy skills of teachers in the primary

school years and enhance their teaching

of reading. The course was effective and

highly appreciated by teachers because it

exposed them to new tools like

Booksmart that can help teachers foster a

reading culture.” 

Prof. Jonathan Fletcher, University of

Ghana

A year 
in the news

21,575,468
cumulative readers 

since 2010

75,442,786
books distributed 

since 2010

128,567,108
cumulative hours spent 

reading since 2010

"Adult literacy is family literacy, but the literacy needs of parents and caregivers

are far too often overlooked. With more than 54% of U.S. adults reading below

the equivalent of a sixth-grade level, expanding access to resources is imperative.

By combining the Barbara Bush Foundation’s expertise in adult and family

literacy with Worldreader’s proven technology platform, we are overcoming

barriers and putting high-quality, engaging content right into the hands of adult

learners and their families. We’re proud that this partnership is empowering

parents and caregivers nationwide to improve their literacy skills – boosting

equity and unlocking the doors of opportunity for millions of families." 

British A. Robinson, President and CEO, Barbara Bush Foundation for Family

Literacy

"Worldreader excites me because of its scalability. Its global focus allows

impactful, powerful words to reach kids everywhere. As I often say, if we can all

change the words we use, we can change the conversations we have. If we

change the conversations, we can change behavior. And if we change behavior,

we can change the world." 

Dwight Smith, Co-founder, My Special Word

"Worldreader and Barefoot College Tilonia's partnership over the last four years

has played a pivotal role in addressing the challenges of illiteracy in remote areas

of Rajasthan. This collaboration has empowered more than 2,500

underprivileged children, mostly girls, equipping them with basic reading

comprehension and digital skills despite the infrastructural challenges in the

areas we serve." 

Bunker Roy, Founder of The Barefoot College Tilonia, Social Work and

Research Centre

Phone Apps and Ebooks Make It Easy to Read Aloud

to Your Kids

“Even though demands on parents have never been

greater, especially in traditionally under-resourced

families where they may have to work multiple jobs,

reading at home can be done using devices we almost

all already have in hand — our phones — without any

significant additional financial investment.” – Kristen

Walter

Read more

The Case for Value-Based Learning as We Review

the Curriculum

“As we focus on the form or shape that our education

system should adopt for the future, it is important to

also consider whether this system is holistic and

answers to the social-emotional development of our

children.” – Muthoni Muhunyo

Read more

Educational Initiatives Can Be Scaled—When We

Listen and Learn

“Over two decades of work in international

development and education, I’ve often heard the claim

that educational development initiatives aren’t

scalable. I’ve seen firsthand that this is not true.” –

Rebecca Chandler Leege

Read more

Atlanta Habitat for Humanity, Worldreader Partner

to Improve Youth, Adult Literacy

“Atlanta Habitat for Humanity is partnering with

Worldreader, a global youth literacy nonprofit to

motivate families to develop an appreciation for

reading while working toward achieving

homeownership.” – Janelle Ward

Read more

Worldreader Marks International Literacy Day with

Launch of Literacy Program at St. Elizabeth Primary

School 

“Education is not equitably distributed. Those children

in the lowest socio-economic tiers have much less

access to education and lower learning outcomes,

setting them up for a lifetime of learning poverty and

economic needs.” 

– Joan Mwachi

Read more

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

2022 Annual Report

Your impact made a stand against the learning crisis every
day in 2022 – thanks to you, millions of children can harness the

power of reading to reach their potential and build a better
world.

A message from our co-founder,
David Risher
Dear friends, partners and supporters,

As many of you know, last month I made one of the most momentous

announcements of my life. After 14 years of leading Worldreader every day, I’m

moving out of the role of CEO and into the role of President of our Board.

As I look back at our impact in 2022, I couldn’t be more proud of our

achievements and the strong, passionate team I leave in the capable hands of

Rebecca Chandler Leege, who’ll commence her new role of CEO (Interim)

later this month. That’s why today, I want to celebrate the incredible impact

we have achieved as a community.

Read more

You powered 
reading every day

Here are just a few pages from a calendar full of
stories of impact and inspiration. Thank you for

helping us tackle the learning crisis in 2022.

January – A radio book club for
readers by readers
The Read to Inspire program in Ghana is putting reading on a

platform like never before. Every week, local students visit the

radio studio to read and discuss a story from BookSmart,

broadcasting the joy of reading to the whole community.

Check out the photo story

You supported 
readers around 

the world 

You are 
tackling the crisis

Today, 64% of 10-year-olds cannot read and understand a simple story. Because a
life without reading is a life of unmet potential, the global learning crisis is

putting our future at risk.

Together, we’re on a mission to get children reading so they can reach their
potential. We work with partners locally to provide reading opportunities, support,

and evidence-based programming to motivate children and their caregivers to
complete 25 unique books a year with understanding.

Our ABCDE approach empowers children to benefit from the positive effects of
reading: better educational outcomes, stronger emotional intelligence, and higher
earning potential. So they can become their best, happiest selves and help build a

better world.

Read our Theory of Change

Your impact 
by the numbers

Read more

Our 
financials

Worldreader is committed to high financial integrity and transparency. We
apply our various resources in innovative and responsible ways to create a

world where everyone can be a reader.

Highlights:

Source of funds

Donations & Grants 6,438,446

In-Kind Gifts 903,680

Earned Income 675,847

Other Revenue 37,455

Total Revenue 7,980,518

Use of funds

Program Services 7,210,996

Mgmt & General 1,275,177

Fundraising 1,039,888

Total Expenses 9,526,061

See more

It takes a village 
to get a child 

reading
Thank you to our partners

Research
Worldreader works with partners to build a
base of evidence that expands the sectors
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together to fill the evidence gaps on the

role of ICT4E in the Global South. Our

collaboration will generate important

evidence on the role of new technologies

in engaging parents in learning. This

research will help not only the sector, but

policymakers who need to make smart

choices about how to leverage technology

for improved learning outcomes.” 

Susan Nicolai, Senior Research Fellow,

Equity and Social Policy, ODI

“Working in partnership with

Worldreader, Ghana’s National Teaching

Council, and the University of Ghana, we

are together generating evidence on how

to equitably scale teacher professional

development in diverse contexts and for
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GPE-KIX funded research is helping to

guide government and policymakers

towards more effective and equitable

teacher professional learning to support

improvements in classroom teaching and
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Freda Wolfenden, The Open University

“Worldreader designed and tested a

digital course to help build the digital

literacy skills of teachers in the primary

school years and enhance their teaching

of reading. The course was effective and

highly appreciated by teachers because it

exposed them to new tools like

Booksmart that can help teachers foster a

reading culture.” 

Prof. Jonathan Fletcher, University of
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also consider whether this system is holistic and

answers to the social-emotional development of our

children.” – Muthoni Muhunyo

Read more

Educational Initiatives Can Be Scaled—When We

Listen and Learn

“Over two decades of work in international

development and education, I’ve often heard the claim

that educational development initiatives aren’t

scalable. I’ve seen firsthand that this is not true.” –

Rebecca Chandler Leege

Read more

Atlanta Habitat for Humanity, Worldreader Partner

to Improve Youth, Adult Literacy

“Atlanta Habitat for Humanity is partnering with

Worldreader, a global youth literacy nonprofit to

motivate families to develop an appreciation for

reading while working toward achieving

homeownership.” – Janelle Ward

Read more

Worldreader Marks International Literacy Day with

Launch of Literacy Program at St. Elizabeth Primary

School 

“Education is not equitably distributed. Those children

in the lowest socio-economic tiers have much less

access to education and lower learning outcomes,

setting them up for a lifetime of learning poverty and

economic needs.” 

– Joan Mwachi

Read more
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Your impact made a stand against the learning crisis every
day in 2022 – thanks to you, millions of children can harness the

power of reading to reach their potential and build a better
world.

A message from our co-founder,
David Risher
Dear friends, partners and supporters,

As many of you know, last month I made one of the most momentous

announcements of my life. After 14 years of leading Worldreader every day, I’m

moving out of the role of CEO and into the role of President of our Board.

As I look back at our impact in 2022, I couldn’t be more proud of our

achievements and the strong, passionate team I leave in the capable hands of

Rebecca Chandler Leege, who’ll commence her new role of CEO (Interim)

later this month. That’s why today, I want to celebrate the incredible impact

we have achieved as a community.

Read more

You powered 
reading every day

Here are just a few pages from a calendar full of
stories of impact and inspiration. Thank you for

helping us tackle the learning crisis in 2022.

January – A radio book club for
readers by readers
The Read to Inspire program in Ghana is putting reading on a

platform like never before. Every week, local students visit the

radio studio to read and discuss a story from BookSmart,

broadcasting the joy of reading to the whole community.

Check out the photo story

You supported 
readers around 

the world 

You are 
tackling the crisis

Today, 64% of 10-year-olds cannot read and understand a simple story. Because a
life without reading is a life of unmet potential, the global learning crisis is

putting our future at risk.

Together, we’re on a mission to get children reading so they can reach their
potential. We work with partners locally to provide reading opportunities, support,

and evidence-based programming to motivate children and their caregivers to
complete 25 unique books a year with understanding.

Our ABCDE approach empowers children to benefit from the positive effects of
reading: better educational outcomes, stronger emotional intelligence, and higher
earning potential. So they can become their best, happiest selves and help build a

better world.

Read our Theory of Change

Your impact 
by the numbers

Read more

Our 
financials

Worldreader is committed to high financial integrity and transparency. We
apply our various resources in innovative and responsible ways to create a

world where everyone can be a reader.

Highlights:

Source of funds

Donations & Grants 6,438,446

In-Kind Gifts 903,680

Earned Income 675,847

Other Revenue 37,455

Total Revenue 7,980,518

Use of funds

Program Services 7,210,996

Mgmt & General 1,275,177

Fundraising 1,039,888

Total Expenses 9,526,061

See more

It takes a village 
to get a child 

reading
Thank you to our partners

Research
Worldreader works with partners to build a
base of evidence that expands the sectors
understanding of how digital reading can

improve children’s literacy and social-
emotional skills.

“ODI and Worldreader are working

together to fill the evidence gaps on the

role of ICT4E in the Global South. Our

collaboration will generate important

evidence on the role of new technologies

in engaging parents in learning. This

research will help not only the sector, but

policymakers who need to make smart

choices about how to leverage technology

for improved learning outcomes.” 

Susan Nicolai, Senior Research Fellow,

Equity and Social Policy, ODI

“Working in partnership with

Worldreader, Ghana’s National Teaching

Council, and the University of Ghana, we

are together generating evidence on how

to equitably scale teacher professional

development in diverse contexts and for

different groups of teachers in Ghana. This

GPE-KIX funded research is helping to

guide government and policymakers

towards more effective and equitable

teacher professional learning to support

improvements in classroom teaching and

learning.” 

Freda Wolfenden, The Open University

“Worldreader designed and tested a

digital course to help build the digital

literacy skills of teachers in the primary

school years and enhance their teaching

of reading. The course was effective and

highly appreciated by teachers because it

exposed them to new tools like

Booksmart that can help teachers foster a

reading culture.” 

Prof. Jonathan Fletcher, University of

Ghana

A year 
in the news

21,575,468
cumulative readers 

since 2010

75,442,786
books distributed 

since 2010

128,567,108
cumulative hours spent 

reading since 2010

"Adult literacy is family literacy, but the literacy needs of parents and caregivers

are far too often overlooked. With more than 54% of U.S. adults reading below

the equivalent of a sixth-grade level, expanding access to resources is imperative.

By combining the Barbara Bush Foundation’s expertise in adult and family

literacy with Worldreader’s proven technology platform, we are overcoming

barriers and putting high-quality, engaging content right into the hands of adult

learners and their families. We’re proud that this partnership is empowering

parents and caregivers nationwide to improve their literacy skills – boosting

equity and unlocking the doors of opportunity for millions of families." 

British A. Robinson, President and CEO, Barbara Bush Foundation for Family

Literacy

"Worldreader excites me because of its scalability. Its global focus allows

impactful, powerful words to reach kids everywhere. As I often say, if we can all

change the words we use, we can change the conversations we have. If we

change the conversations, we can change behavior. And if we change behavior,

we can change the world." 

Dwight Smith, Co-founder, My Special Word

"Worldreader and Barefoot College Tilonia's partnership over the last four years

has played a pivotal role in addressing the challenges of illiteracy in remote areas

of Rajasthan. This collaboration has empowered more than 2,500

underprivileged children, mostly girls, equipping them with basic reading

comprehension and digital skills despite the infrastructural challenges in the

areas we serve." 

Bunker Roy, Founder of The Barefoot College Tilonia, Social Work and

Research Centre
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areas we serve." 

Bunker Roy, Founder of The Barefoot College Tilonia, Social Work and

Research Centre

Phone Apps and Ebooks Make It Easy to Read Aloud

to Your Kids

“Even though demands on parents have never been

greater, especially in traditionally under-resourced

families where they may have to work multiple jobs,

reading at home can be done using devices we almost

all already have in hand — our phones — without any

significant additional financial investment.” – Kristen

Walter

Read more

The Case for Value-Based Learning as We Review

the Curriculum

“As we focus on the form or shape that our education

system should adopt for the future, it is important to

also consider whether this system is holistic and

answers to the social-emotional development of our

children.” – Muthoni Muhunyo

Read more

Educational Initiatives Can Be Scaled—When We

Listen and Learn

“Over two decades of work in international

development and education, I’ve often heard the claim

that educational development initiatives aren’t

scalable. I’ve seen firsthand that this is not true.” –

Rebecca Chandler Leege

Read more

Atlanta Habitat for Humanity, Worldreader Partner

to Improve Youth, Adult Literacy

“Atlanta Habitat for Humanity is partnering with

Worldreader, a global youth literacy nonprofit to

motivate families to develop an appreciation for

reading while working toward achieving

homeownership.” – Janelle Ward

Read more

Worldreader Marks International Literacy Day with

Launch of Literacy Program at St. Elizabeth Primary

School 

“Education is not equitably distributed. Those children

in the lowest socio-economic tiers have much less

access to education and lower learning outcomes,

setting them up for a lifetime of learning poverty and

economic needs.” 

– Joan Mwachi

Read more
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“We are excited and honored to support

the amazing efforts and results you are

driving.” Brad Smith, President,

Marshall University and Co-founder,

Wing2Wing Foundation and Alys

Smith, Co-founder, Wing2Wing

Foundation

“As a Worldreader Advisory Council

member, it’s a joy to see how digital

reading can play a role to bring much

needed books, activities and motivation to

children here in the United States and

across the world, in an effort to address

the reading crisis facing our children.”

Mary Pope Osborne, Worldreader

Advisory Council Member and author of

the Magic Tree House series

“I have been a Worldreader supporter

for over 8 years, and I am constantly

impressed with BookSmart’s

technology, ease of use and curated

content. They are truly making a

difference in developing readers in

underserved communities across our

global community.” Pam Fleischer,

Worldreader Donor and Reading

Champion
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